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_ This reports-presents figures on the geographical distribution of.releeSees
| from MaSSachuBEtts Correctional'Institutions (MCI's) during 1973%, Its purpose
is to provlde guldance as- to the approprlate geographlcal placement of Communlty
'Re31dent1a1 Centers and other communlty based pre-release and post-release a
| serv1ces.' Data vas taken from computerlzed flles wlth flgures for prev1ous
Cyears taken from prevlously publlshed reports.
In presenting information on the,numbers of releasees returning to rarious
geographlcal areas, we are facedw1th the problem that dlfferent 1nd1v1duals'
prefer to use dlfferent geographlcal units.. Therefore the report is- d1v1ded 1nto _
'_'_two parts. The body dlscusses the geographlcal dlstrlbutlon of releasees 1n -
terms of the five major metropolitan areas of Massachusetts - Greater Boston,
Greater Sprlngfleld Greater Worcester, Greater New Bedford/Fall Rlver, and
:Greater Lowell/Lawrence._ Appendlces present by relea51ng.1nst1tutlon, the
.'numbers of releasees to each of the following geographical unlts. countles,
_fDepartment of Mental Health reglons, each "Standard Metropolltan Statlstlcal
p:Areas" (Bureau of the Census areas), dlfferent size cltles, and 1nd1v1dual 01t1es_
.and towns;. o | - .

| Table I shows the number of releasees to varlous.geographlcal areas of
, Massachusetts during 1973 _ The citles and towns 1ncluded in each geographlcal
'.area are defined on the map thst is the last page of thls report - Teble I
'presents flgures separately for persons paroled to the street, paroled to re51—'

"identlal centers, and released on dlscharge or. explratlon._.

* More precisely, the flgures refer to the numbers of sentenced prlsoners
. released from MCI's during 1973; excluded are persons released on. c1v1l
,commltments from. MCI Bridgewater.e”“-- : . :




TABLE T

'tNUMBERS OF MCI RELEASEES DURING 1973 RETURNING TO MAJOR STATE POPULATION CENTERS
' BY TYPE OF RELEASE

PAROLED TO DISCHARGED

o | | " PAROLED . RESIDENTIAL . . OR- - |
AREAS RELEASED TO : _TO_ STREET CENTERS -~ EXPIRATION TOPAL
e S _ B R o R A

|  'Greater‘B0stoh . .: - 326 . t 230 - 66 622 . 61%
Boston o (208) (210) o (bk5) (461) (45%)

- Northern Suburbs = = | ( 46) - {a12) (11) . (69) ( TR)

_ Remaining Communities - . _.'( T8y . ( 8) P (10} - (92) ( 9%)
_Greater SprihgfiEld ‘:_". I '...i h8' o | - 8 __I.' 10 | : 66_.; 6%
_Grester ﬁoreester | | : ; 1 2 | :S'h' 8 5%

."TNEﬁ'BedfordYFall-Rivér Area 38 o : 0 t 1 'é B  “0 _ u%

| Lowell/Lawrenee Area ) 1_.. 28 IR - ST SR b
._Other Massachusetts Communltles 103 .""7.28 _ ._ o 8 139",1h%
- out. of State T '_' - ss ok 59 6% -
. Known Total - - 639 76 102 . 1017 100%
Umkeowm . omr. 109 136

Tﬂere are several patterns in thls table worth hlghllghtlng

Flrst & large majorlty of releasees returned to the greater Boston area (61%)
:Most of these releasees (hSa of the total) returned to Boston proper w1th %
‘returnlng to & strip of thlrteen suburbs dlrectly north of Boston, and 97 returnlng
to other c1ties and towns within a fifteen mile_radlus of Boston. It is worth

repeating here that a previous study* found that two-thirds of the Boston releasees

*'The Geographical Distribution of Offenders Released from the Massachusetts
- Correctional Institutions";_P,:Bourgeois and €., Miller, Feb. 1972. -~




:(eXCluding releaseee to residentiai'centers) return to a "core city” erea
- con51st1ng of the South End, Roxbury,. North Dorchester and South Dorchester.

Second, 81zable numbers of releasees returned to each of the remalnlng four
lerge metropolltan areas of Meesachusetts. However, the total number of releasees .
to these four metropolltan areas (19%) was much smaller than the number released
.to the Greater Boston area (61%)

.Thlrd, a8 relatlrely small number of residents were released‘to areas out-.
side these five metrop01itan areas (14%). However, . fully a third of the releasees
returned to.areas outside Greater Boeton;' .. |

_Fourth;‘while most of the heed for residentiel-centers is in the Boston
aree; such centers are_coucentrated in Boston to suchlan extent that there is
" oa shortage‘of these facilities-in‘the rest Of'the etete: To focus_Just on post-

"release residential facilitieeg durihg l9f3 one out_of every two ﬁeroleee to

_Bostoﬁ uas.released.to'afresidential center, while onlr one out-of every seven
.'parolees to other perts of the state vas released to a re51dent1a1 center. |

'If Boston State Pre—Release Center as a faclllty that was preurelease throughout
zzthe year, were added th~n the plcture would undoubtedly become even more unbalanced. :

T&ble II descrlbes the nuMber of releasees returnlng to each of these ereas.-r |
from 1966 to 1973.' The_mejor_p01nt of the table is the strlklng cou51steugy
_:over these yeers in the perceutagefof releeseee returning'toieaChiof these‘ fr
fgeographlcal areas. ‘Thus, ineofar as'there is etability in the number of"h.
‘releasees each year, Correctlon and Parole can plan rather well the amount of .

‘.need for_communlty based programs in different arees of the state;




.~ _TABLE II

zczwmw OF on RELEASEES wmecwszm TO' MAJOR STATE momcwpeHoz qmzemwm
Hmmm 1973 emmzum_

. AREA 1966 ) 1971 1972 1973
FEET | B N DU ] Nz
Greater Boston 519 574 BTT 65% 460  58% 880 61% 622 61%
Boston o (332)(36%) (320) (43%) . (300)(38%) (571)(39%) (461)(45%)
Northern Suburbs (117)(13%) (.96)(13%) (101)(13%) (184)(13%) 69)( %) -
Remaining Communities ( 70)( 8%) ( 61)( 9%) ( 59)(.7%) (125)( 9%) {92)( 9%)
| Greater Springfield | 62 T8 52 1% 62 8 . 90 6% 66 6%
hm Greater Worcester .1 8% ST rw 6% . 1 9% - 90 6% - 48 5%
| New Bedford, Fall River Area 39 4% 28 M. 35 4 64 h% - - ko g
Lowell/Lawrence E.mm, | .. . 62 7% 39 5% . -3 ra o . 78 5% | k3 Lz
Other Mass. Commmities . 85 9% 4 6% 77 10% . 150 1% 139 14§
out of State . Th &% 52 T8 60 T& . . 99 TE_ 59 63
 Xnown Total = - 918.100% .____. 737 006 796 100% 1451 1006  © 1017 100%
 Ummowm o .o o s 136
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B 1 ) i o~z 1 LR 1 i 2 B i 1 ¥ 2 B £
Region 1 TC 3 19C 9 10C212) 33C10) 2¢ 3 1.¢.2Y 7C 7)Y 3¢C1D 1-C19) 83 ¢ 9
2 ST C 5y 10D TC 9y 26.¢ 8 9 ¢ 15 3D ¢ L 1¢ 3 1C10) o67.C.7)
3 3C 7D 10C 5  6C- -7 ¢ 13D b¢ D 2( 3) ‘10-C D 31100  0C 0 8¢ &
b 13 ¢'10) - 20 € 19) 5¢C 6) - 34 ¢ 10 b ¢ 7 7C11) 10 ¢ ¢ 3 0C 0) 9% C P
5 10.C 8. 17 € 8) 7C. 9 C 4y 5038 2¢ 3 1¢ D 1¢ 3> 1C1w) .64¢ &
6 65 C 49> 95 C 48) 22 € 27> 143 € 46 23 ¢ 38) AT CTE) 6L C57) 15 C AB) . 2 € 20) 4T3 € 47)
T 11 ¢ 8y 17 C 8 1y 17D 20 ¢ € 8 ¢ 1 3C - 7C D 5 (16 - 1C10)  86¢C 3
Out of State 11 ¢ 8) 13 C 6) 10 ¢ 12) 10¢ » 5C B 0C I 3¢ W 2 C 8 -4 Ccu 53¢ %
UNKINOWIN 33. . 23 6 B ¥ o 1 1 19 9 3 136
TOTAL 166 (100) © 229 (120) . * 87 (109) 368 (100> 61 (100> 63 €100) 126 €100) kd €199> 13 €100) 1153 (102)
n-l .
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